@ Lﬂﬁ*? Eiﬂgﬂ University of the Ryukyus Ecological
4 [18 15 Efﬁﬂ Campus Community Charter 9

(WHi1 3% AF2AEHIE) Established on April 24, 2001

ABE TR EVSEREBROD—EBELTHFERELTVD. TOO0I—DERTHDFY
VD 4 IR (oikos) B [RIZEKT B K5I RIS SESARTERIFDIRE
FENGEDDICKOTEFNDVEDDHEIRTH D . BEFHOTIKIMICHIE I S
B =S hF A BB OBRBPHRBICLOTEDENBULZBATE
TeHIRD T IO0Y—EWSERRICIIHIL TRIRARE BE . TR, ELTHREHOE
DESEREANERBEE TV IEZEET D,

Human beings are part of the earth’s ecosystem. The word “ecology” originates from
“home (oikos)”in Greek, and the earth is the home of diverse life forms living in
interdependent harmony. Located in the subtropical Ryukyu Islands, Okinawa is rich
in cultural heritage and has developed a unique world view called as niraikanai which
represents the community’s special connection to nature. As an integral part of the
Okinawan community, we, members of the University of the Ryukyus, hereby declare
that we will continue our tradition of education, research, and social contribution, but
we will also strive to reshape our traditions to meet the needs of the new age of global
ecology.

v
1 BAEDHTE  Harmony with Nature ' 4
BRAZEL. BALH(CEEDMFHRELTORREEEDZE>TITET 2.
We will demonstrate our love of nature and think and act as global citizens.

F ) (R Pk T I0Y—&@ i UIc O EDD5T  THh 6. T DIGHTICHT
TEI—EDERAEELC. F v/ (REZOREOIIOY—ZBEL. ZTIICR I
SERSFFEMEHICERDIE ] DFZRDILICLOT IRBEEHDES VIR
EUTDENEF VI RSA TZERET %o
The campus is a place that is integral to communal and global ecology. Living on
campus, we need to understand its ecology and how it relates to the neighboring
ecosystems. We need to learn how to live in balance with other living beings within its
Web of Life, and, at the same time enrich our lives while being committed to our
responsibilities as global citizens of this planet. @ 5
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We will celebrate diversity of life and culture and develop our wisdom and intelligence
in dialogic interaction with others in a multicultural environment.
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Every life form has its own cultural, historical, and geographical background. In a
campus environment where we are able to have active interactions with other kinds of
human and non-human beings, we will learn who we are and how we live as human
beings in the context of the global ecosystem.
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We will create a learning environment, which will help students develop their
autonomy, imagination, and creativity.
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Our university will become the center of this new culture. Through education which

respects autonomy and originality, we will create a place for students to learn new

attitudes and ways of thinking as global citizens. In doing so, the students will

increase their capability and motivation to solve global problems through local actiog.
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We will make the campus a true academic environment in which we explore

knowledge as global citizens.
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We will make the campus a true academic environment in which we explore
knowledge as global citizens.

Survival of the global community is inseparable from the future vision of academia.
Wemust seek true academic vision which will enable us to fulfill our responsibilities as
members of the community of living beings. On the basis of our academic heritage at
this university, we will further pursue the global perspective and interdisciplinary and
liberal thinking and make the university become the intellectual center of the future
global community.
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We will prove ourselves to be the ecological model for the local community through a
recycling system to create a sustainable campus environment.
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We will be fully aware of our campus environment both in terms of its ecological and
interpersonal significance. By creating a communication system that connects not
only people on and off campus, but also people all over the world, we will establish
interactive relationships with other communities and contribute to them through our
academic achievements
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Based on the basic principles set forth in the University of the Ryukyus Environmental
Charter (enacted on April 24, 2001), students and faculty members of the University of
the Ryukyus will work together to promote the following environmental actions for the
formation of a sustainable society.
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To develop curricula related to environmental education that integrates
people, nature, society and culture, taking advantage of the strengths of a
comprehensive university.
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To promote academic research on natural ecosystems and human activities
in islands and subtropical regions, while complying with international rules
for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.
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To cooperate with local communities to promote education and
dissemination of technologies related to the environment.
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To create a beautiful campus landscape that upholds the preservation of
natural ecosystems.
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To establish an environmental management system, implement education
and training, and continuously strive for improvements to such systems.
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To comply with environmental laws, regulations, and agreements to reduce
the burden that the University places on the environment and to prevent the
occurrence of environmental problems.
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To strive for efficient use of resources (resource, energy and water
conservation, recycling, etc.), work toward a decarbonized society, protect
the quality of water systems, reduce waste emissions, and properly manage
the use and disposal of chemical substances.
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To ensure optimal communication both in and outside of the University
through publications such as environmental assessments and the
University’s official website.
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This year’s illustration has been inspired by imagery of the nature’s ecosystem that nurtures and
supports Okinawa.

Okinawa — islands rich in biodiversity, surrounded by seas with vast expanses of coral reefs and
home to a diverse range of flora and fauna. The natural beauty of the prefecture has charmed
people across the globe, making Okinawa a popular destination with tourists.

Despite this, Okinawa remains troubled by issues related to microplastic waste. Terrestrially,
rivers in Okinawa have short courses, leading to easy runoff of plastic waste from land and bodies
of water into the sea. Plastic waste that find their way into seawater gradually erode into
microplastics, which are then mistaken as food by marine organisms, causing problems such as
ingestion and entanglement.

The Ecological Campus Student Committee has pledged support to SDGs Goal No.14 “Life
Below Water” and shall commit its efforts to activities such as beach cleanups.

This year’s illustration is an expression of gratitude to the natural eco-system that nourishes
Okinawa, and displays hope for more awareness to the various problems and issues plaguing our
waters. .
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Our primary goal is to learn about the University’s environmentally-oriented initiatives while
enhancing our consciousness of SDGs and environmental issues within our immediate
surroundings in order to undertake action for change. We also provide opportunities for students
to continually develop life skills as well as to learn ways to develop and utilize their strengths. In
recent years, we have also been actively involved in several activities off campus, such as beach
cleanups and promotional events that draw attention to our wide-ranging efforts.
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This abridged version is a selection of articles from the “University of the Ryukyus
Environmental Report 2024”. Please pick up a copy for quick access to information
about the University’s commitment to the environment and the 17 SDGs.
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Promoting Initiatives Toward a Sustainable Society
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We are pleased to present the "University of the Ryukyus' Environmental Assessment for FY2024", a
publication created to showcase the variety of scholarly, educational, research and societal efforts
made by the University's faculty, staff and students in FY2023 towards consideration for the
environment, campus management and fulfillment of the 17 SDGs.

**The Year 2030 Problem**

While the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on society gradually wanes, the post-pandemic era has
brought about accelerated societal change. Japan now faces varied challenges brought about by the
looming onset of what is popularly known as the “Year 2030 Problem” , characterized by a shrinking
national population where 30% of its people will be elderly, and the proportion of its labor force
powering society and its industries rapidly decreases.

In light of such circumstances, the University must adapt flexibly to these social changes, while
harnessing its most defining features to encourage groundbreaking research and continued
development of talent to boost its contributions to the region and community, as well as steering the
path toward a society that values sustainability and wellbeing.

** Further Promotion of RX (Ryudai Transformation) **

It has been two years since the Declaration of the Promotion of RX was adopted in 2022. The
University has spearheaded many initiatives under its motto "Enjoy the Challenge, Take Action First,"
exceeding efforts made in the previous year. Through our work, we have witnessed growing
awareness amongst staff and faculty in RX and enhanced workflows, as well as an expansion of
employee skills in digital tools and processes. The University shall seek to maintain this positive trend
by continuing to further promote RX, pursuing improvements and reforms that will benefit students and
all members of the university community.

**Projects for Regional Contribution**

The University is strengthening its efforts in large-scale projects for regional development, as seen in
the "Center of Excellence of the Sustainable Integration of Land-based Aquaculture with Agriculture to
build the Resource Circular Symbiotic Society", which was selected for full-scale implementation as a
COI-NEXT initiative two years ago. This project aims to create a "compact system" for the efficient
circulation of materials and energy for island environments, which often face limitations in space and
resources. It has been encouraging to witness the level of progress that the initiative has achieved in
generating active collaboration with local companies and organizations, while spawning partnerships
with businesses, research institutions and tertiary institutions across Japan.

In line with such efforts, the University has established "Startup Lab Ryudai (Ryulab)" to create and
nurture university-led startups so as to foster closer ties with companies and the local community. As
these initiatives continue to imbue the University with valuable experience and insights, our
transformation continues as we strive daily to meet the expectations of our stakeholders, while
progressing as a "university that builds a prosperous future society together with the community.

**Qutlook for the Future**

Our environmentally conscious efforts, as represented through our promotion of RX, have allowed us
to pursue advanced data management and quantitative analysis to reduce energy use and CO2
emissions, as well as undertake efficient facility management, all with the ultimate goal of reducing our
environmental footprint.

In February 2024, we established the "Digital Reskilling Collaboration Laboratory (D-Lab)" to share our
insights and outcomes of our RX initiatives widely across the prefecture as a way to address
Okinawa's chronic lack of IT and digital talent.

Through such efforts, the University is committed to transforming itself and responding to the
expectations of our stakeholders, while embracing a global outlook and valuing diversity.

Since its founding, the University of the Ryukyus has upheld its spirit of giving back to the local
community. In the face of today's ever-changing social landscape, we remain dedicated to contributing
to the development and sustainability of our community and the wider region. We sincerely ask for
your understanding and support as we continue on our journey for a better future.
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Medium-Term/Annual Targets and Achievement
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The University has established mid-term and annual environmental targets, and the
Ecological Campus Promotion Committee annually reviews the results (actions) and

sets the next targets (plans) as part of the PDCA action plan.
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Material Balance Targets for AY 2023
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internal voting.
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Ecological Campus Website Wins the 2024 RX President's Award!
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This award recognizes initiatives with notable achievements in
revolutionizing organizational processes and workflows for RX
(“Ryudai Transformation”). The Ecological Campus website was
chosen to receive the AY2024 President's Award in consideration of
its outstanding achievements, in a selection process based on
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In order to develop initiatives for the achievement of SDGs, the WG for Education
aims to help students and faculty acquire basic knowledge and understanding of
SDGs (what the individual goals stand for and why it is important to achieve them).
This WG aims to put its efforts into practice by creating, implementing and
participating in opportunities for learning and education.
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ESD/SDGs Education in Practice Report Seminar
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On November 18, 2023, the ESD/SDGs Education in Practice Report Seminar
was held, serving as a timely opportunity to reflect on how different educational
institutions can nurture leadership for the creation of a more sustainable society.
The event was aimed at learning about the latest trends in education for achieving
ESD (Education for Sustainable Development) and the SDGs, and to foster mutual
learning with schools and teachers across different types of educational institutions
in Okinawa through hearing about their efforts in ESD.
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Attainment of SDGs requires far-ranging action by universities, and sustainability
and SDGs-related research is one of the main pillars of institutionally driven efforts
concerning SDGs. The Department for Research has been established under the
authority of the SDGs Promotion Office and has been implementing various
activities to promote and support SDGs-related research at the University.
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University of the Ryukyus SDGs Research Project for Social Problem Resolution
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The University’s strategic research promotion grant project - the "University of the
Ryukyus SDGs Research Project for Social Problem Resolution" — launched in
FY2022 in collaboration with the Okinawa Prefecture entered its second year in
FY2023. As part of this initiative, eight promising proposals were selected for
funding from the 31 applications received. Video presentations detailing project
achievements from each of the selected projects are being publicly shared under
the theme of "Promotion of Research Projects for Achievement of the SDGs”.
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With regards to the role of the University in engaging and collaborating with the
local community, the following policies have been envisioned from the perspective
of socially impactful activities that contribute to the attainment of SDGs.
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Action for Child Poverty
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Initiatives for administration and governance endeavors to promote
University-wide efforts towards SDGs, through enhancing understanding and
awareness of the need for the attainment of SDGs within the University,
disseminating crucial information to various stakeholders, and building partnerships
with local communities.
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Report on Outcomes of Faculty and Staff Survey on SDGs
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Results of a survey of faculty and staff regarding SDGs (conducted between
September 2023 and January 2024) have been compiled and analyzed into a
report, which has been made available on the SDGs Promotion Office website.
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Initiatives for the Promotion of Carbon Neutrality was established in anticipation of
the national goal of “achieving carbon neutrality by 2050” The mission and
objectives of these initiatives are broad-ranging and include the following: (1)
Continuous implementation of action plans for a decarbonized society, (2)
Continuous promotion of efforts to improve visibility and visualization of energy
consumption, (3) Validation and revision to enhance research reports for enhanced
problem solving, (4) Examination of student-led efforts to promote carbon neutrality
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Initiatives Toward a Decarbonized Society Based on the Vision for the Promotion of
Carbon Neutrality
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The “University of the Ryukyus Action Plan for the Promotion of Carbon Neutrality”
was officially implemented in February 2024, the contents of which outlines the
following: (1) Initiatives related to the construction and maintenance of buildings,
(2) Initiatives for the purchase and use of goods and services, (3) Considerations
for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in the University’s administrative
operations and academic initiatives, (4) Efforts to ensure work-life balance and
provision of opportunities for professional development, (5) Initiatives for the
promotion of education and research, (6) Initiatives for the development of human
resources
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Entry in THE University Impact Ranking 2024
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According to national ratings across individual SDGs for tertiary institutions in
Japan released by “THE University Impact Ranking 2024, which is conducted
annually by Times Higher Education (THE), a British magazine covering higher
education, the University came in 8th in Japan for SDG no.14, 14th for SDG no.15,
and 17th for SDG no.12.
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Okinawa faces more challenges related to "child poverty" compared to the rest of ﬁﬁggjﬁ?gwﬁvﬁi’% KIEE%E?A%E’D G RIE T v,
Japan. In response to this, teams comprising of faculty, staff, and students are PRODUCTION
actively wor_king on solutions to aIIeviate the issues related to child poverty. HES4 101-2001i 201-3001% 301-4001% 401-6001%
Amongst this is a shelter for young single mothers, which has successfully World Ranking 162815 174188 /825%% /1,963%5
transitioned into an ongoing initiative funded by Okinawa Prefecture beginning from
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Authentication System!
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Successfully Certified by the Okinawa CO2 Absorbed Amount
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This is the second time that the university has been certified under
the authentication system, which promotes local greening activities
and the prevention of global warming. The University received
special recognition for its care of Taiwan cherry trees donated to the
campus by late alumnus Mr. Masayuki Kishimoto.
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Activities of the University of the Ryukyus Ecological Campus Student Committee
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The University of the Ryukyus Ecological Campus Student
Committee plans and executes student-led initiatives for
environmental consideration and achievement of SDGs as
a subordinate organization of the Ecological Campus
Promotion Committee, which deliberates and decides on
the University’s environmental activities.

( 1 ) Eﬁﬂ"]U?EE}J Our Regular Activities
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“Campus Clean” Activities in the University’s Senbaru Campus
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The Committee conducts monthly waste collection drives to provide opportunities for
faculty, staff and students to think about environmental issues.
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Collection of PET Bottle Caps and Disposable Lunchboxes
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The Committee holds monthly drives to collect disposable lunchboxes and PET bottle
caps for recycling. 10 yen worth of shop points is returned for each recyclable
lunchbox (“Re-Repack”) collected. The Committee has successfully donated cash
converted from points accumulated from collecting Re-Repacks and bottle caps to
NPO MESH Support, a non-profit organization emergency medical response team
providing airlift services to remote island areas.
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(2)ZDMD;ES)  other Activities
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The Committee is also involved in a wide range of activities, including participation in
symposiums, national conferences and international student exchange.
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Eco-Pro 2023 at Tokyo Big Sight
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In December 2023, six members of the Eco-Campus Committee participated in
“Eco-Pro 2023”, which was held at Tokyo Big Sight.

In a first for the Committee, students participated in the event with a research team
from the University, Students introduced the activities of the Committee, actively
exchanging opinions with representatives from other universities, exhibiting
companies and eventgoers, while gaining insight on possible themes for future
activities.

mHE—3F2U—2/ Nanjo City Beach Cleanup
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The Committee was involved in the planning and operation of the Nanjo City Beach
Cleanup organized by the Nanjo City Health Promotion Council in November 2023.
This event was guided by the policies of both organizations to promote the health of
citizens and raise awareness of environmental issues. The Committee hopes to
continue cooperating with other organizations to further expand their activities in
future.



